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INTRODUCTION

This resource highlights ways that different communities have mapped their existing and 
proposed bicycle networks. It shows examples of maps at different scales, while also 
demonstrating a range of mapping strategies, techniques, and approaches. Facility types 
represented on the respective maps and legends are each different because they represent a 
community’s unique context and needs.

It is intended to serve as a resource as communities work to identify, plan, and improve their 
bicycle networks. 

Connected pedestrian and bicycle networks make walking, wheeling, and bicycling viable 
transportation choices for everyone. Networks enhance access to jobs, schools, and health 
care, while also promoting equity, physical activity, and health. Connected networks are 
comprised of a range of facility types (e.g. bike lanes, separated bike lanes, shared use 
paths, etc.), linked together to facilitate short trips to and from destinations and long linear 
connections across a city or region.

A first step to achieving connected networks is to document where bicycling infrastructure 
currently exists. It is also essential to establish a vision for the future network. This vision is 
often captured in the form of a map and it’s developed as part of a local planning process that 
includes opportunities for public participation and input.

A community’s existing and proposed bicycle network maps inform the day-to-day 
programming and prioritization of projects and help to ensure that all transportation 
improvements are enhancing the quality of the nonmotorized network and capturing 
opportunities to make linkages between existing and new facilities.

Network Principles
Cohesion

Directness

Accessibility

Alternatives

Safety and Security

Comfort













http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Arkansas.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Arkansas.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Yellowstone.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Yellowstone.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Albemarle.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Albemarle.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_SanFranciscoArea.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_SanFranciscoArea.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_AlamedaCounty.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_AlamedaCounty.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_HennepinCounty.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_HennepinCounty.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_IdahoFalls.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_IdahoFalls.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Cambridge.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Cambridge.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_SantaBarbara.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_SantaBarbara.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Atlanta.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Atlanta.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Austin.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Austin.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_FortCollins.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_FortCollins.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_PDX.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_PDX.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Boston.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Boston.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_SaltLakeCity.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_SaltLakeCity.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Chicago.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Chicago.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Grafton.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Grafton.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_CedarRapids.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_CedarRapids.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Seattle.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_Seattle.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_NorthSantaClaraCounty.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_NorthSantaClaraCounty.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_PortofPortland.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_PortofPortland.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_OSU.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_OSU.pdf




http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_UNC.pdf
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/pdf/Map_UNC.pdf
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NEXT STEPS
 

1. Identify a consistent set of bicycle facility types and community 
destinations that can serve as a baseline for bicycle network 
planning efforts across jurisdictions and geographic locations. The 
tables below are intended to inform this conversation.

2. Undertake a significant national push to research, apply, and 
document methodologies for measuring bicycle network connectivity 
and tracking change in connectivity over time.

3. Examine ways to integrate bicycle network infrastructure data into 
national infrastructure databases and data management systems.

4. Continue to identify and promote strategies for integrating bicycle 
network planning into ongoing planning processes at the local, 
MPO, and State level (e.g. resurfacing, TIP and STIP, Highway Safety 
Improvement Program, project design and development, MPO 
certification review). 

BICYCLE FACILITY TYPES

•	 Bike Lane

•	 Buffered Bike Lane

•	 Climbing Lane (i.e., bike 
lane on uphill side only)

•	 Separated Bike Lane or 
Protected Bike Lane or Cycle 
Track

•	 Bike Boulevard

•	 Shared Use Path

•	 Other (such as shared lane 
marking and paved shoulder)

This resource highlights different approaches and techniques for 
mapping existing and proposed bicycle networks.

As demonstrated by the best practices highlighted here, there have 
been significant positive advances in this area in recent years. 

To build on this progress, it will be important to institutionalize these 
techniques so that they become standard practice across jurisdictions 
and at all scales. 

The following next steps are offered to inform the continued 
development of this national capacity and they will involve partners 
and stakeholders at all levels.

COMMUNITY DESTINATIONS

•	 Bike share stations

•	 Bus stops

•	 Community centers

•	 Community colleges

•	 Community service center

•	 High density residential

•	 Major retail and entertainment

•	 Parks

•	 Places of worship

•	 Public libraries

•	 Retirement homes

•	 Schools

•	 Government offices

•	 Universities or colleges

•	 Major tourist destinations

•	 Hospitals and other health 
care facilities

•	 Transit centers



http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian

