
Director’s Message 

The cold weather is supposed 

to be past us now. We hope 

that is the case.  

We are in the process of 

gearing up for the summer 

months and that means a lot 

of recreation programming is 

getting under way. 

The Summer Playground 

Program, which includes the Southwest Community 

Center Summer Laureate and Therapeutic programs, 

will begin its 94th year of operation this year.  

Registration, which was successfully moved online 

last year, will begin on May 1, and we fully expect to 

once again be at full capacity of 1,395 program 

participants. These outstanding programs help to 

provide the youth of Little Rock a safe, fun and 

healthy atmosphere during the summer. 

We also have a number of athletic opportunities in 

which young and old can participate. Soccer, track & 

field, baseball, softball, basketball and volleyball are all 

on tap for the coming months. 

As always, our Jim Dailey Fitness & Aquatic Center is 

the perfect place to begin preparing to get in shape 

for all of your summertime activities. 

Looking back over the first three months of 2014 we 

saw an “Epic” weekend for the Little Rock Marathon, 

we saw the retirement of an employee who was with 

the department for 41 years and we saw the awesome 

response of our maintenance crews to assist with the 

clean up from the snow and ice storms that plaqued 

the city. 

It is truly an honor to lead this department with so 

many dedicated individuals who work tirelessly 

everyday so that our patrons can  come out and visit a 

park, enjoy the weather and see what a “City in a 

Park” is all about. 

 

 

 

Truman Tolefree – Director, 

Little Rock Parks & Recreation 

Stay In Touch With LRPR 
 

Main Office .................................................................................. 371-4770 

Parks Administration ................................................................... 371-4470 

Public Relations ........................................................................... 371-4470 

Park Operations ........................................................................... 371-6851 

Little Rock Marathon .................................................................. 918-5321 

Therapeutic Recreation ............................................................... 570-1131 

Youth Athletics ............................................................................ 371-6855 

Adult Athletics ............................................................................. 371-6859 

Senior Programs ........................................................................... 371-6854 

Summer Playground Program .................................................... 371-6858 

Dunbar Community Center........................................................ 376-1084 

Stephens Community Center ..................................................... 603-9974 

Southwest Community Center ................................................... 918-3975 

Jim Dailey Fitness & Aquatic Center......................................... 664-6976 

MacArthur Museum .................................................................... 376-4602 

Hindman Golf Course ................................................................ 565-6450 

War Memorial Golf Course ........................................................ 663-0854 

Rebsamen Golf Course ............................................................... 666-7965 

Rebsamen Tennis Center ............................................................ 664-0736 

Pavilion Reservations .................................................................. 371-4770 

Ballpark Reservations .................................................................. 372-3285 

 

For other information, please visit www.lrpr.org 
 



War Memorial Park Playground Earns Award 

The War Memorial Park Natural Play Area and 

Pavilion has been awarded “Facility of the Year” by 

the Arkansas Recreation and Parks Association at its 

annual convention in Ft. Smith. The award is shared 

with the Clarksville Aquatics Center. 

The renovated War Memorial Park Natural Play 

Area and Pavilion was dedicated in May 2012. The 

play area features a swing set and an open lawn 

designed to accommodate individual and family 

passive recreational activities. Construction on the 

War Memorial Natural Play Area and Pavilion by 

Little Rock Parks & Recreation staff was started in 

the spring of 2011. The play area was designed to 

serve as a tribute to the many beautiful features of 

the Arkansas outdoors. The boulders, which are a 

predominant feature of the design, are all native to 

the state of Arkansas. The spray pad resembles 

actual features of waterways in the Natural State, 

including creeks, rivers and waterfalls. The new play 

area is designed to have outdoor rooms – each with 

its own unique characteristics that heighten 

experiences of children and 

adults alike.  Additionally, a 

range of climbing skill levels 

is woven into the native stone 

walls – with some areas that will be attractive to 

professional rock climbers. 

There are numerous slides that penetrate  

throughout the boulders reaching the spray pad at 

the bottom. Grottos, caves and rock crannies are 

laced with water spray, mist and fog that provide a 

distinctive play experience and relief from the heat. 

A custom10-foot climbing net allows you to climb 

to the top of the boulders to reach the slides. 

 

 

LRPR Summer Programs Getting Ready  

Little Rock Parks & Recreation has three programs 

this summer to serve the youth of Little Rock. The 

Summer Laureate Program at Southwest Community 

Center is a six-week day-camp program that hosts 175 

children. The Summer Playground Program, a seven-

week program accommodates 1,080 children. The 

Therapeutic Recreation Summer Day Camp is a six-

week therapeutic-based program, which serves 

approximately 20 participants, that emphasizes fun 

recreational activities for people with special needs to 

promote the development of motor skills, social skills, 

independence and other related areas.  

The Summer Laureate Program operates at Southwest 

Community 

Center. The 

Summer 

Playground 

Program is 

located in 

seven 

different 

locations, including Dunbar Community Center, 

Stephens Community Center and five LRSD 

locations. 

The Therapeutic Recreation Summer Day Camp 

operates from Forest Park Elementary School.  

Registration for the Therapeutic Recreation Camp has 

already begun. The Summer Laureate Program will 

begin registration on Tuesday, May 27 at Southwest 

Community Center. Registration for the Summer 

Playground Program will begin online on May 1. Visit 

www.lrpr.org and click on the SPP icon to register. 

 

Robbie Hudson is LRPR Employee of the Year 

Congratulations to Robbie Hudson, Urban Forester 

for Little Rock Parks & Recreation, on being 

selected as the LRPR Employee of the Year for 

2013. Robbie was selected by a committee of his 

peers from a field of well qualified and deserving 

nominees. As such, Robbie will represent the 

department as he competes with other departmental 

winners from across the City for the overall Mahlon 

A. Martin Employee of the Year Award. 
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Jim Sick Retires After 41 Years of Service 

 Jim Sick retired from Little Rock Parks & Recreation 

after 41 amazing, dedicated years of service to the 

citizens of Little Rock. Jim served as the Parks 

Maintenance Manager, overseeing the upkeep of the 

59 developed parks 

and 12 undeveloped 

park areas, which 

total more than 

6,100 acres. Jim was 

a vital piece in the 

establishment and 

growth of the 

annual Riverfest 

festival on Memorial 

Day weekend, 

having been 

involved since its 

inception. With a 

near encyclopedic knowledge of the department, his 

departure will leave very large shoes to fill. Known by 

some as "Mr. Parks", by others as "Mr. Riverfest" and 

by others as "Mr. Geo-Cache", he is known by all as a 

friend and a true treasure to Little Rock Parks & 

Recreation. Congrats Jim, you will be missed. 

 

Adult Softball Joins USSSA; Numbers Jump 

The LRPR Adult Softball league is beginning its 

spring season in April with a 50 percent increase in 

the number of teams from the same time last year. 

While there have been strides made in improving the 

quality of 

Interstate 

Park, the 

large jump in the 

number of teams can also be attributed to the league’s 

move to affiliate with the United States Specialty 

Sports Association (USSSA), the most popular 

association in the country for adult slow-pitch 

softball. The league is divided into four divisions with 

co-ed, men’s open, women’ open and men’s 30-over. 

The season will culminate with a City Championship 

later this summer. You can follow the standings and 

get more information from www.lrpr.org/softball. 

 

 

 

 

12th Annual Little Rock Marathon Was “Epic” 

The first weekend in March saw the running of the 

12th Annual Little Rock Marathon and its affiliated 

races. The theme chosen for this year’s race was 

“Epic”, and the weekend lived up to that standard 

and then some. 

On Saturday nearly 

1,900 children 

participated in the 

Little Rockers Kids 

Marathon and had a 

great time. For the first 

time, the kids started at 

the official start line, 

running through 

downtown Little Rock and then crossing the official 

marathon finish line. 

Early Sunday morning nearly 11,700 runners toed the 

line to start the marathon, half marathon and 10K. 

What started as a beautiful morning quickly changed 

to a cold, rainy day with the threat of severe lightning, 

sleet and freezing rain. 

About three hours after the 

start, race officials began 

re-routing runners closer 

to the finish line for their 

safety. Thanks to the quick 

action of race coordinators, 

 all runners were safely off of the course prior to the 

severe weather’s arrival. 

A huge thank you goes to the staff, volunteers, 

sponsors and athletes who battled through very tough 

conditions on a truly “Epic” weekend at the Little 

Rock Marathon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Baseball Returns To LRPR 

Little Rock Parks & Recreation will once again offer a 

boy’s baseball program, beginning in 2014. 

Registration for this program began in March and 

play will begin in mid-April. The LRPR teams, which 

are based out of the three community centers, will 

participate in the league at the West Central Sports 

Complex off of John Barrow. LRPR will continue to 

offer the t-ball and softball programs as in the past. 

Those programs will begin play in June after the 

conclusion of the school year. For more information 

on the baseball, softball or t-ball programs, please 

contact one of our community centers – Dunbar 

(376-1084), Southwest (918-3875) or Stephens (603-

9974). 

 

Real Deal Celebrates 10th Anniversary in 2014 

2014 will mark the 10th anniversary of the premiere 

spring basketball tournament in the country. The Real 

Deal in the Rock will take place in April, with a 

number of special events to commemorate this 

anniversary. 

The highlight of the 

events leading up to 

Real Deal will be the 

Mike Conley, Jr. 

Arkansas vs. 

Tennessee All-Star 

Classic. This event will take place on Thursday, April 

17, and will feature the top seniors from Arkansas and 

Tennessee. The girl’s game will be at 6:00 p.m., 

followed by the boy’s game at 7:30. Both games will 

take place at Hall High School in Little Rock. 

All of this leads up to the Real Deal in the Rock 

which will begin with Friday, April 18. Games will tip-

off at 6:00 p.m. at more than 40 gymnasiums around 

Little Rock. Games will continue Saturday and 

Sunday, April 19-20, with the semi-finals and 

championships scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. on 

Sunday. 

LRPR Working With Skaters To Build DIY Park 

Little Rock Parks & Recreation is working with a 

group of local skaters who want to build a do-it-

yourself skate park around an iconic concrete bowl 

that exists in Kanis Park.  

The bowl, which sits just 

south of the baseball field at 

the park was built in 1987 

and is the closest you can 

come to a backyard 

swimming pool, has become 

a landmark in the 

skateboarding community, to 

the point that when skaters 

are crossing the country from 

one coast to the other, they 

often make a stop in Little Rock to ride in this bowl. 

This dedicated group of skaters works in the evening, 

on days off, on the weekend to build piece-by-piece a 

park that they can be very proud of. They have been 

slowly building the different obstacles along the skate 

path, over a 7-8 year period, often times using one 

sack of concrete at a time as they could afford it. 

Since LRPR became involved, more has been done. 

“We love how this is moving along,” said George 

Lauret, one of the organizers of these skaters turned 

construction workers. “It is great to be working on 

something and then a week later be skating on it.” 

Lauret is not alone in building the park. 

“Working out here has really helped to build 

camaraderie among all of us,” Lauret continues. “We 

have some young kids who were just starting to skate. 

Now they are helping to build the different parts as 

they can. Now, it is just as much about the skating as 

it is the construction. We can say that we built that.” 

The partnership between the skaters and LRPR has 

worked very well. Both sides like the idea of building 

this park while leaving as much of the natural habitat 

in place as possible. 

To be able to have this skate park built in the DIY 

fashion makes it one of the unique parks in the south 

if not the country. 

Unique is an appropriate word for the park, as well as 

the relationship between these proud skaters and 

Little Rock Parks & Recreation. 

. 

Stay in touch with Little Rock Parks & 

Recreation on many of your favorite 

social media platforms.  

www.lrpr.org 

www.facebook.com/lrparksrec 

www.twitter.com/lrparksrec 

 


