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The Urban Development Report presents the growth, changes, and trends for the City 
of Little Rock for the calendar year 2023.

Sources of the data are:
	■ US Decennial Census data for change in population.
	■ City of Little Rock Annexations for change in geographic area. 
	■ Little Rock Planning & Development Department Permit data for construction, 

renovations and additions, and demolitions.

Due to changes in data collection methods, Office, Commercial,  and Industrial data has been consolidated into the Non-
Residential category.

The raw data used to compile the building permit information can be accessed at https://data.littlerock.gov/ by searching 
“Planning and Development Permits”.

INTRODUCTION
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New Construction
	■ 559 permits; up 8.3% from 516 permits 

in 2022.

Single-Family Housing
	■ 409 units; up 15.2% from 355 units in 

2022.
	■ Average Cost per Unit $376,990; down 

18.3% from $461,486 in 2022.

Multi-Family Housing
	■ 514 units; down 23.1% from 668 units 

in 2022.

Residential Renovations/Additions
	■ 1255 permits; down 37.1% from 1996 

permits in 2022.
	■ Construction Value  $293,771,011; up 

252% from $83,464,647 in 2022.

Demolitions
	■ 185 residential units; up 8.2% from 171 

units in 2022.

Non-Residential Activity
	■ 458,424 square feet; up 3% from 

444,990 in 2022.
	■ $69,531,653 construction dollars; down 

44% from $124,101,431 in 2022.

Annexations
	■ 6 annexations; up 500% from 1 

annexation in 2022.
	■ 430.9 acres; up 1773.5% from 23 acres 

in 2022.

Preliminary Plats
	■ 303 lots; down 14.4% from 354 lots in 

2022.
	■ 204.5 acres; down 4.3% from 213.6 in 

2022.

Final Plats
	■ No Final Plats in 2023

Non-Residential Rezoning
	■ 20 cases; up 53.8% from 13 cases in 

2022.
	■ 45.48 acres; down 63.5% from 45.48 

acres in 2022.

PZD’s
	■ 77 cases, up 1440% from 5 cases in 

2022.
	■ 238 acres, up 423.4% from 45.5 acres 

in 2022.

Due to changes in data collection methods, Office, 
Commercial, and Industrial data has been consolidated 
into the Non-Residential use category.

SUMMARY
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PLANNING DISTRICTS 
AND REGIONS
The City is 
divided into 
30 districts 
which are 
grouped into 
four Regions 
for planning 
purposes.



5

LITTLE ROCK DECENNIAL POPULATION

Decennial Census information from the United States Census Bureau at 
https://data.census.gov/.

POPULATION
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ANNEXATIONS

For the year 2023, the City had six annexations.

	■ The Crystal Valley Trails annexation (Ord. # 22,229) of 
168.9 acres

	■ The Pinewood Land annexation (Ord. # 22,256) of 
179.3 acres

	■ The National Property Holdings annexation            
(Ord. # 22,283) of 2.8  acres

	■ The Potlatch Deltic - Wildwood Creek annexation 
(Ord. # 22,284) of 40 acres

	■ The Potlatch Deltic -  Morgan Cemetery annexation 
(Ord. # 22,285) of 7.2 acres

	■ The Blue Stem annexation (Ord. # 22,296) of 32.7 
acres

These annexations bring the City to 124.5 square miles.
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CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS
Single Family Activity

Declared Construction Cost totaled $ 154,189,063 for the 2023 Calendar year. The 
highest average cost was in the Heights/Hillcrest Planning District at $1,249,250 for 15 
permits. The greatest number of permits were issued in the Ellis Mountain Planning 
District with a total of 78 permits with an average cost of $275,399. The Chenal 
Planning District yielded the highest total cost of construction at $52,922,351.
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Single-Family Cost Classifications

Four districts had homes exceeding construction cost of $1,000,000 on thirteen 
permits. Three districts had homes with construction costs between $800,000 - 
$999,999 on twenty-two permits. Six districts had homes with construction costs 
between $500,000 and $799,999 on forty-five permits. Sixteen districts had homes 
with construction costs between $200,000 and $499,999 on 220 permits. Fourteen 
districts had homes with construction costs below $200,000 over 46 permits.
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Single-Family Trends

For the past decade, the 
average cost for single 
family construction has 
increased 15.8%.

The total cost of single-
family construction has 
increased an average of 
25.0%. 

The average number 
of permits issued has 
decreased 2.9%.
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Multi-Family Activity

During the 2023 calendar year, 98 multi-family building permits were issued. The 
Otter Creek planning district accounts for the greatest number of units at 352 and the 
greatest construction cost of $39,402,000.
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Multi-Family Trends
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NON-RESIDENTIAL
2023 Non-Residential Building Permits by Planning District

Due to changes in data collection methods, Office, Commercial, and Industrial data 
has been consolidated into the Non-Residential use category.
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The Otter Creek Planning District had construction costs of $39,402,000 for 345,324 
square feet issued on 88 permits. The Chenal planning district had construction 
costs of $28,289,998 for 131,881 square feet issued on nine permits. The I-430 planning 
district had construction costs of $23,715,000 for 285,234 square feet issued on fourteen 
permits. 

Non-Residential Projects over 15,000 square feet
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REINVESTMENT
RESIDENTIAL RENOVATIONS AND 
ADDITIONS
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Single-Family Additions were most frequent in the Heights/Hillcrest Planning District 
with 39 permits issued and a total declared cost of $7,969,002.

Single-Family Renovations were most frequent in the Rodney Parham Planning 
District with 83 permits, followed by the West Little Rock Planning District with 75 
permits. The West Little Rock Planning District had the greatest renovation cost total 
at $7,417,115.

Multi-Family Renovations were most common in the Otter Creek Planning District 
with 88 permits issued for a construction cost of $39,402,000.

RESIDENTIAL DEMOLITIONS
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The Rodney Parham and West Little Rock Planning Districts accounted for 61% of the 
137 demolition permits issued for the year, and 55% of the square footage demolished.
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During the afternoon on March 31st an EF3 tornado touched ground south-east of the 
City. The path traveled approximately seven miles across Little Rock, with an estimated 
width of 800 yards. The path traversed the Ellis Mountain, Chenal, Rodney Parham, and 
West Little Rock Planning Districts. This event contributed to the greater number of 
permits in the Ellis Mountain, Chenal, Rodney Parham, and West Little Rock Planning 
Districts.

SEVERE WEATHER 
EVENT
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During 2023, the 65th 
Street West Planning 
District had the greatest 
area of zoning change 
at 18 acres, followed by 
the Geyer Springs West 
Planning District at 13.8 
acres.

ZONING
NON-RESIDENTIAL REZONING
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PLANNED ZONING DEVELOPMENT
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The Central City Planning District had the greatest number of cases at 17, and the most 
acreage at 70.5 acres.
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SUBDIVISION
PRELIMINARY PLATS
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FINAL PLATS

Residential preliminary plats were approved in 7 districts with 8 cases totaling 124.4 
acres and 208 residential lots. The Chenal district had 4 non-residential cases totaling 
27.7 acres and 16 non-residential lots.

No Final Plats were approved in 2023.
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Learn more at
www.LittleRock.gov
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