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Downtown Little Rock is 
Transforming



30 
Crossing 
Park as the 
initiative

30 Crossing
Park

Urban Design Study Area
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It’s not 
just a 
new 
park.

“We need to connect the east part of 
Little Rock with our downtown. Making 
sure we don't cut that off again, I think, is 
extremely important.”

- City Director Virgil Miller
"What do we do for 
greater entertainment 
in downtown Little 
Rock?"  
- Mayor Frank Scott, Jr.

"The challenge of the waterfront is that it is 
all back-of-house. There is an opportunity 
within the 18 acres for true communal 
space."  - Jay Barth 

"Placemaking 
downtown will help 
bring private sector 
jobs back."  
- Community Stakeholder "The bank on the Arkansas River is 

slowly eroding so we need to put some 
money for bank stabilization in there…”  
- Community Stakeholder 
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An 
intersection 

of Culture and 
Nature



Intersections of great 
Arkansas Landscapes



Parallel folded ridges

Crescent oxbow lakes

A connecting
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Ridge-like forms 
to the west

Crescent curved
forms to the east

River spine

Ridges and 
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William J. 
Clinton Library 
and Museum

Clinton School
Of Public 
Service

Historic 
Arkansas 
Museum

Central 
Arkansas 

Library System
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A Once-in-a-Generation 
Opportunity



Water Access

Kayak Trails

Play! Lawn

Nature

Active 
Sports
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The Vision
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Informed by You!
Programs we heard…



18 Acres of 
Ecology, 
Culture & 
Recreation



A Civic Greenway



Let’s explore!



Existing Green Space at 2nd Street



Start with 
Topography







Hill section

The Hills



Stormwater as 
Living Beauty

Existing Micro-watershed and Stormwater 
Drainage System 





The Wetland 
Gardens



A Hub for Active 
Recreation

Denargo Market, Denver, CO

Skate Park at Gathering Place, Tulsa, OK



Noise + Sound Attenuation
Site Analysis

East- West Section

North- South Section

8:30 am -Weekdays



Noisy space under I-30 (72.3 dB)





A Destination 
for Play



Imagine…



Greenwood Community Park, Baton Rouge, LA Gathering Place, Tulsa, OK

Moore Square, Raleigh, NC Canopy Walk at Bonnet Spring Park, Lakeland, FL



A Community 
Common for Every 
Day and Big Day

Bonnet Spring Park, Lakeland, FL

Wilmington Waterfront Park, Los Angeles, CA 









A Floodable 
Shoreline

The Slope Analysis shows a steep drop 
near the Arkansas River



A Welcoming 
Waterfront

Denargo Market, Denver, CO

Chicago Riverwalk, Chicago, IL







30 Crossing 
Park
Programming
Phase 0



Phase 0 Spectrum

The Lawn on D | Boston, MAKit of Parks | Boston, MA
Smale Riverfront Park | 
Cincinnati, OH

Low High

Permanence

Lakeview Village | Ontario, Canada



Programming - Phase 0
“The Panhandle” Programming in Phase 0

● Open Lawns aligning with 
long-range plan lawns

● Pollinator Gardens 

● Gravel Pathways aligning with 
long-range pathways

● Programmable 
Plaza/Gathering Areas

● Temporary Food Truck Zone

● Temporary Shipping 
Container Retail

● Tree plantings aligning with 
long-range pathways/ planting 
areas



District 
Framework
Urban Design 
Goals

Serve as an 
Economic Catalyst

Enhance a 
Family-Friendly 

Downtown District

Improved & 
Increased Green 

Space

Support Multimodal 
Mobility

Encourage Infill 
Development

Welcome more 
Residents to Live in 

Downtown



District 
Framework
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The District 
Framework

1. Convention Center 
Expansion

2. Hotel + Condo Housing
3. Food + Beverage
4. Food + Beverage, Kayak 

Rental 
5. Shared Parking Garage
6. Multifamily Housing
7. Condo Housing
8. Food + Beverage
9. Food + Beverage

10. Boutique Hotel
11. Food + Beverage
12. District Garage + 

Grocery
13. Multifamily Housing
14. Food + Beverage

1413

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

2

1

3
4

E 2nd St

E 3rd St

E Capitol Ave

E 4th St

Sh
er

m
an

 S
t

Ro
ck

 S
t

Cu
m

be
rla

nd
 S

t

Sc
ot

t S
t



The District 
Framework

E 2nd St

E 3rd St

E 4th St
E Capitol Ave 

Sherman St

Cumberland St

Convention Center 
Expansion

District Garage + 
Grocery

Increased Housing

Food + 
Beverage

Interstate 30 

Boutique 
Hotel



The District 
Framework



Strong 
Partnerships



Let’s build 
the park 
together.



Thank you!   


